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For the city of Montreal, architectural design is generally an activity of ideation, planning, production, and management that has continued to influence the quality of its living environment, making the economy more competitive and participating in the city’s cultural expression giving Montreal its identity. Montréal's emergence onto the international scene as a city of design is confirmed by the sustained activity of the past twenty years, starting back in 1986, when the design was recognized as a top-priority development sector[footnoteRef:2]. In sense, architectural design has become a significant factor guiding the region’s economic development. [2:  Marsan, Jean-Claude. Montreal in evolution: a historical analysis of the development of Montreal's architecture and urban environment. McGill-Queen's Press-MQUP, 1990.] 

It is argued that the postwar context and the other major upheavals of the urban form indicated by the influence of international trends acted as modes of structuring the historical urban morphology consequently having significant effects on the contemporary urban designs in Montreal[footnoteRef:3]. The analysis of the city’s ancient architectural design is likely to result in an in-depth analysis of the neighborhood conditions. The analysis presents an understanding of the impact of the built environment on the implantation site, street network, and open spaces. [3:  Dunton, Nancy, and Helen Malkin. A guidebook to contemporary architecture in Montréal. D & M Publishers, 2016.
] 

Based on architectural filed design reports at the documentation center of Montreal’s City Service d’urbanisme, it is now has been possible in this current paper to retrace the development of Îlots Saint-Martin and its objects. In 1966, PetiteBourgogne, a working-class neighborhood located in southwest Montreal was designated by the Service de l'urbanisme to assist in the urban renewal to specifically improve the living conditions in a neighborhood that had previously experienced de-industrialization and associate decline. 
The city of Montreal was developed based on the four basic functions of the urban organism as outlined by the functionalist ideologies.  The Îlots Saint-Martin adopted a model that corresponded to the functions of dwelling, leisure, work and circulation, which was uniformly spread out within a unique green space on the scale of the city subsequently causing these modern interventions to erase the previously existing urban fabric[footnoteRef:4]. The first object under scrutiny is the design of the building, that represented the housing projects completed in Îlots Saint-Martin.  [4:  Vallerand, Jonathan, James Lapalme, and Alexandre Moïse. "Analysing enterprise architecture maturity models: a learning perspective." Enterprise Information Systems 11, no. 6 (2017): 859-883] 

The main underlying objective of this development was to improve the living conditions of the population that was believed to be economically and socially disadvantaged. It is noted that these developments were funded by the Canadian government particularly through the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. It is possible that this move was to primarily ensure a subsidized construction of houses for the low-income populations living in the neighborhood.
The neighborhoods of Îlots Saint-Martin experienced social and health problems which this construction sought to eradicate. In collaboration with two Montreal urban-based firms and other architects, the Habitations Jeanne-Mance site plan was drawn up involving a demotion of the already built-up environment to create room for the establishment of the affordable housing extending over the open spaces. Urban renewal of Îlots Saint-Martin was not only a matter of demotions but also marked the reconstruction and transition towards urban design practices that could be of benefit to the working-class neighborhoods in Montreal.

The second object is the two city blocks in Îlots Saint-Martin. The project involving the construction of these blocs was done in 1966, designated to Little Burgundy specifically to improve the living conditions of the people living in the district that was at the time experiencing de-industrialization and decline. The blocs represented a construction of 142 subsidized housing blocs[footnoteRef:5]. The restructuring involved the services of a Montreal architectural firm to develop a comprehensive urban plan that reflected on the desire to ensure continuity with the sector. Firstly, it ensured the incorporation of buildings that were deemed by the architects as having sufficient architectural value. The design process was also based on a study of the make-up of the neighborhood’s households and the identification of their needs. [5:  Charney, Melvin. "The montrealness of Montreal: formations and formalities in urban architecture." ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW (U. K.), NO. 999, VOL. 167(MAY 1980), P. 299-302. 13 ILLUS. bibliog.(General) (1980).
] 

The third object under review for this assignment was the current city's infrastructural development. Montreal may have benefitted from the rich experience in urban designs since its infrastructural development is indicative of major transformations to its ancient grid in architecture in 1960. A review of the city's construction of the new urban highway and the underground metro system reveals a new city that has continued to change deeply the city's architectural design and urban landscape[footnoteRef:6]. These current developments indicate that urban design has evolved with an emphasis on the preservation of architectural design inherited from the 19th century.  [6:  Ibid ] 



The development of the city’s infrastructure indicates that Montreal and its neighborhoods experienced a rapid modernization that was made possible by the famous international architects; Mies van der Rohe. In sense, the infrastructural development of the city was done according to the societal demands and values of the time.

It is evident that the objects studied for this paper employed an approach that was a clear reflection of the era’s modernist vision that incorporated the functionalist approach.  An approach that advanced housing as one of the primary components needed in the development of a functionalist city. In sense, other factors that were put into consideration during the development and restructuring include respect of the street network and the space existing square. It is noted that a new architectural language developed especially in the interventions touching on the existing built environment where restoration of the houses in the neighborhood rows would mean assigning the values and qualities of the modern comfort to the built vernacular[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Moatasim, Faiza. "Practice of community architecture: A case study of a zone of opportunity housing co-operative." Dissertation de Mestrado apresentada a Faculty os Graduate Studies and Research da School of Architecture da McGill University. Montreal (2005).
] 

The Îlots Saint-Martin ensemble shows a modernist approach with a nascent sensitivity to the heritage of the traditional city, with an internal network aligned in part with the street and featuring above-the-street urban planning, which sought to ensure the continuity of existing streets and spaces of the typical orthogonal grid characterizing the outskirts of Montreal[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Adamczyk, Georges, J. Chupin, Denis Bilodeau, and Anne Cormier. "Architectural competitions and new reflexive practices." Research and Practice (2004).
] 
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